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On the Construction of Primary and Secondary School Textbook System in Macao

Ma Zaoming, Liu Kunzhe

Abstract; Macao’s special historical background makes its textbook system unique. The evolution

process of the system in primary and secondary schools can be summarized as free system during laissez-

faire period, school-based management during transitional period, limited recognition in the early stage of

return and initial establishment during standardized development period. Since its return 20 years ago,

Macao has witnessed remarkable achievements: developing a number of sets of high-quality localized

textbooks. establishing the textbook compilation mode of one syllabus with multiple textbooks and

combination of centralization and decentralization, organizing teacher training program and textbook

training, and perfecting textbook system of patriotism. After years of practice, experiences have been

accumulated; adhering to administrative leadership and developing local textbook, relying on the

resources in the Mainland, China to promote the publication of textbook, improving textbook

management system and the standardization level of textbook construction, and paying attention tc the

participation of multiple subjects and constructing the interactive mechanism of textbock management.

Key words: Macao; textbook of primary and secondary schools; textbook system
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