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EMI: Defining teacher competencies and student needs

International Conference on English Medium Instruction

The International Conference on English Medium Instruction will be held at South China
Normal University, Guangzhou, China, from November 23 to 25, 2018, with the theme of “EMI:

Defining teacher competencies and student needs”.

Much has been written about the growth of English Medium Instruction (EMI) programmes
around the world and there is also now a considerable literature on teacher and student attitudes
towards EMI growth and implementation. This conference (the first international conference of its
kind in China) seeks to go further in an exploration of the challenges posed by EMI. It asks what are
the competencies that teachers should have in order to successfully implement EMI? What general
proficiency in English should content teachers have, and why might general proficiency in English
not be sufficient to describe the competence to teach an academic subject through the medium of
English? Mirroring the issues surrounding EMI teacher competencies are EMI student needs: what

kind of support will enable them to thrive in an EMI context?
Main topics

Presentations are invited on the following themes, but are not limited to:
1. The English language proficiency of EMI teachers

2. The knowledge, understanding and skills of EMI teachers

3. EMI teacher accreditation and certification

4. The role of the English language specialist in an EMI university

5. The input and interaction of EMI classes

6. Cultivating culture awareness in EMI classes

7. Assessment in EMI classes

8. EMI and international students



9. EMI students and their learning strategies and study skills

10. EMI policies and innovation

Keynote speakers

We are delighted to announce our confirmed keynote speakers and workshop lecturers:

1.

o ®» N bk WD

Dates

Ernesto Macaro, Oxford University

David Lasagabaster, University of the Basque Country
Guangwei Hu, The HongKong Polytechnic University
Anwei Feng, University of Nottingham Ningbo China
Caroline Clark, University of Padova

Hongli Gu, South China Normal University

Ying Li, Hangzhou Normal University

Mark Searle, University of Oxford

Anping He, South China Normal University

Pre-conference workshops: 23 November, 2018

EMI conference: 24-25 November, 2018

Working language

English & Chinese

Call for Papers

The conference welcomes original papers that have not been published. The author(s) should
provide a good description of the aims and key points of the paper to be presented. The abstract for
submission should be no less than 300 words and no more than 500 words. Please send your abstract
to scnu_emi@qq.com before October 25, 2018 (The subject line should be “2018 EMI International
Conference Abstract Your Affiliation Your Name the Title of Your Paper”). All the abstracts will

undergo a blind peer-review process and will be assessed according to relevance and quality. The

notification of acceptance will be given before October 30, 2018.



Conference fee

Pre-conference workshops: FREE

EMI conference: 980 RMB (students 490 RMB)

Payment method
(1) You may wire-transfer the conference fee or its equivalent currency (excluding wire-transfer
fee) to SCNU’s account. Please note which part of the conference you are going to attend.
Bank Name: ICBC Guangzhou hi tech De
Bank Address: No.41, West Zhongshan Avenue, Tianhe District
SWIF CODE: ICBKCNBIJGDG
Account Name: South China Normal University
Account Number: 3602008109000386071
(2) You may pay the conference fee at the day of registration.

The official receipt for the conference fee will be sent to you after the conference.
Important dates

Abstract submission deadline: October 25, 2018
Notification of acceptance: October 30, 2018

Conference dates: November 23-25, 2018
Important contact information

1. Contact with Miss Wen (020-85211329)

2. E-mail: scnu_emi@qq.com

3. Further information of the conference will be issued on the conference website
(http://sfs.scnu.edu.cn/) and details will be circulated.

4. Wechat Account ID: hswwpx
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