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Abstract

   It is crucial to investigate how to promote learning of second language (L2) collocations, an important aspect of L2 vocabulary acquisition. L2 pedagogical research on collocations (e.g., Boers et al., 2017, 2014; Peters, 2016; Tsai, 2020) showed that intentional learning (i.e., a learning event followed by tests of which learners are previously warned) is effective for the acquisition of explicit knowledge, i.e., the knowledge that is analyzed and available for verbal report (R. Ellis, 1994). However, it is still unclear whether intentional learning of L2 collocations can benefit the development of implicit knowledge that is intuitive and unanalyzed (R. Ellis, 1994). Furthermore, no systematic investigation has been conducted to explore how to optimize intentional learning of L2 collocations through manipulation of practice design (i.e., the way in which a practice is planned and made). 

   …

Keywords: L2 collocations; intentional learning; practice design

摘 要

第二语言（二语）搭配学习是词汇习得的重要方面，因此有必要关注如何促成二语搭配学习。二语搭配教学研究结果表明，提前告知学生学习任务伴随测试即有意学习，能促进显性搭配知识习得（Boers et al., 2017, 2014; Peters, 2016; Tsai, 2020）。显性知识可被分析和口头报告，而隐性知识不依赖意识且不可分析（R. Ellis, 1994）。有意学习是否也会促进隐性搭配知识发展，以及如何设计练习以优化二语搭配的有意学习，仍有待探讨。
…..

关键词：二语搭配; 有意学习; 练习设计
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Chapter One  Introduction 

The chapter opens with a summary of the research background of the present study, which is followed by an elaboration of the potential research significance in terms of potential theoretical, practical, and methodological contributions. Finally, an outline of the dissertation is presented to provide an overview of this dissertation. 

1.1 Research background of the study 

The role of multiwords (e.g., collocations, idioms, phrasal verbs, lexical bundles, N-grams, etc.) has been increasingly recognized in the second language (L2) vocabulary acquisition literature. First, multiwords are usually ubiquitous. For instance, they were roughly estimated to range from 32.3% to 58.6% in English spoken discourse and about 52.3% in written discourse (Erman & Warren, 2000; Forster, 2001). Secondly, a collocational link is the fundamental lexical connection in the L2 mental lexicon (Fitzpatrick & Izura, 2011). Thirdly, collocational knowledge is a strong predictor of vocabulary competence (Crossley, Salsbury, & McNamara, 2015). 

One type of multiword expressions that has attracted particular attention in the field of second language acquisition (SLA) is collocations. Relevant research on L2 collocations has been conducted by investigating learners’ offline use of L2 collocations, their L2 collocational processing, and learning. First, research on learners' offline L2 collocational use either relies on learner production (usually based on learner corpus) or on collocational tests. Some have conducted quantitative and qualitative analyses with learner corpus by comparing the use of collocations by L1 and L2 speakers in their written production (Durrant & Schmitt, 2009; Granger, 1998; Howarth, 1998; Laufer & Waldman, 2011; Nesselhauf, 2003; Siyanova-Chanturia & Spina, 2015; Wu & Lou, 2017; Zhang, 2009; Lu, 2010) or spoken production (Cai, 2018; Wang & Zhou, 2020; Zheng & Xiao, 2015). Other researchers have developed and administered collocational tests to assess learners’ collocational knowledge (Biskup, 1992; Fernandez & Schmitt, 2015; Gyllstad, 2009; Zhang & Chen, 2006; Tan, 2006; Wei, 2014). Second, in recent years, researchers have conducted controlled psycholinguistic experiments to probe the mechanism underlying the acquisition of L2 collocations (e.g., Öksüz, Brezina, & Rebuschat, 2021; Sonbul, 2015; Wolter & Gyllstad, 2011; Wolter & Yamashita, 2015; Yamashita & Jiang, 2010). By examining either learners’ offline use of L2

collocations or their online processing, these studies have repeatedly shown that developing L2 collocational knowledge poses great challenges even for advanced learners (e.g., Nesselhauf, 2003). 

Chapter Two  Literature Review

The chapter presents a review of key terms, theoretical accounts, and empirical studies related to the research purpose of the present study. Based on the reviewed literature, the chapter concludes with a proposal of research questions and hypotheses and an overview of the conceptualization of this study. 

2.1  Key terms

In the following subsections, the key terms of the present study will be reviewed including collocation, intentional vocabulary learning, and explicit and implicit knowledge of vocabulary. 

2.1.1  Collocation
Multiword expressions have been used to describe a wide range of phraseological units including collocations (e.g., pay a visit), idioms (e.g., kick the bucket; to die), phrasal verbs (e.g., find out), lexical bundles (e.g., as a result of), etc. Recent years have witnessed an increase in the number of L2 studies on multiword expressions (Siyanova-Chanturia & Pellicer-Sanchez, 2019). One type of multiword expressions that has attracted particular attention is collocations. There are three main approaches to defining collocations. 
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