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sectoral work plans.

With regard te human development sectors, several new
initiatives have been established to strengthen the region's
capacity to address the emerging threat of health pandemics.
ASEAN has also put in place measures to boost its resiliency
through the establishment of the ASEAN Risk Assessment
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ASEAN has developed the ASEAN Guiding Principles for
Quality Assurance and Recognition of Competency
Certification Systems; ASEAMN Guidelines for Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) on Labour; and ASEAM Guidelines on
Essential Workplace Action for Enterprises on the Prevention
and Management of HIV and AIDS. The ASEAM Leaders also
adopted the Vientiane Declaration on Transition from Informal
Employment to Formal Employment towards Decent Work
Promation in ASEAMN,

ASEAN is also one of the major players in the global trading
system. s total trade i 2015 stood at USH2.3 tnllion,
collectively accounting for the 4th largest share of total global
A tracde after China, USA and Germany., ASEAN is quickly
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In 2014, ASEAM has promoted and enhanced
complementarities between the UM 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the ASEAN Community Vision
2025. Major achievements include the issuance of a Progress
Report on Promoting Complementarities between the ASEAN
Vision 2025 and the 5DGs 2030 and the convening of a Special
Session of the ASEAM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting focusing on
Sustainable Development. A series of regional workshops and
SYMPosiums  on promoting and  enhancing the
complementarities have also been scheduled.

ASEAM, i its inaugural year of the ASEAN
Community, continues to stride forward with its regional
integration efforts with a view to narrowing the
development gap and delvering more benefits to more
people. This factsheet highlights the progress of the three
ASEAN Community pillars and priorities as the grouping
celebrates its 50" anniversary in 2017.

The elimination of tanffs and the mplementation of trade
facilitation initiatives to address non-tariff barriers have led to
strong growth in trade in goods. The services sector, essential
for global value chain participation, is also gaining traction,
making the largast contribution to the region's GDP and
attracting the most foreign direct investment in recent years.

ASEAM has also intensified its efforts to engage people and
introduced the development of ASEAN to the outside world
through culture, arts and sports. These will continue to be
effactive  instruments in  bringing about friendship,
development, pesce and integration through greater

The creation of a business-friendly and
innovation-supporting environment through the enactment of
competition laws and consumer protection laws as well as
improvement in the intellectual property ecosystem, further
promaotes investment both from within and outside the region.

The pursuit of regional economic integration has also led to the B vy interaction and understanding among ASEAN peoples.
improvements in transport and other infrastructure networks.
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