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PREFACE

Education is regarded by each country in the world as an important field in ensuring the development of 
human resources to meet national needs. Societies and nations need continuous human resources 
development. It is a common world trend that reform is an important task to ensure the improvement of 
the quality of education. 

The development of the school curriculum is at the core of this effort to improve the quality and 
efficiency of education. The establishment of a policy for curriculum development is a necessary task to 
provide a guide for the development of the school curriculum.

The Policy for Curriculum Development for general education (Grades 1-12) has been initiated and 
developed by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS). It is produced by MoEYS at the time 
when Cambodia is moving a head in all respects- economic, social and cultural.  

It is intended that the policy will contribute to over all government plans and targets, including the Second 
Cambodian Socio-economic Development Plan, the Governmental Poverty Alleviation Strategies, the 
Education for All (EFA) for 2003-2015, the Education Strategic Plan (ESP) and the Education Sector 
Support Program (ESSP) and so on. 

This Curriculum Policy is also a response to the demands of globalization, regionalization and 
individualization. The policy will contribute to equitable access in Basic Education, will expand public-
private education partnership for high quality secondary education and increase accountability in 
developing standards in three school levels (primary, lower and upper secondary education). 

Key features of the 1996 Core Curriculum have been upgraded and improved. For example, the 
curriculum policy establishes teaching time allocation, provide time in a curriculum for a Local Life Skill 
Program (LLSP) and offers subject choice selection for Grades 11 and 12 students by adding learning 
hours for each subject and students learn less subjects than before. 

This policy is designed for a period of five years, 2005-2009 and will be reviewed in 2009 for another five 
years, for the period 2010-2014 in order to reflect the development of the country. 

The MoEYS hopes that this Curriculum Policy is a useful resource for teachers, school directors, 
educational officers, parents, scientists, researchers and other stakeholders. The MoEYS believes that all 
educational institutions, local community, Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs), International 
Organizations (IOs) and other stakeholders will cooperate and support the implementation of this policy. 
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SCHOOL CURRICULUM FOR GENERAL EDUCATION 

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. This document sets out a new policy for the development of the Basic Education (Grades 1 – 9) 
curriculum and Upper Secondary Education (Grades 10 – 12) curriculum in Cambodia within 
the framework provided by the Education for All National Plan 2003 - 2015.

1.2. It sets out the aims and structure of the curriculum, including hours of instruction. The detailed 
content of the curriculum will be set out in the new National Curriculum documents.

1.3. The curriculum structure set out in this document is intended to enable the achievement of the 
key priorities of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) as detailed in the 
Education for All National Plan 2003 – 2015:

Equitable access to basic education 

High quality upper secondary provision 

Pro-poor financing policy 

Efficient management of resources 

Accountability through development of standards. 

1.4. The policy details MoEYS and non-MoEYS funding responsibilities for curriculum provision.  

2. AIM OF CURRICULUM  

2.1. The aim of the school curriculum is to develop fully the talents and capacities of all students in 
order that they become able people, with  parallel and balanced intellectual, spiritual, mental 
and physical growth and development. In particular, when students leave schools they should: 

develop a love of learning that will enable them to pursue employment and continue 
life-long learning; 

have attained a foundation knowledge of Khmer language, Khmer literature and 
Mathematics; 

have the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to improve and maintain their own 
physical and mental health and to contribute to the improvement and maintenance of 
the health of their families and wider society; 

have the capacity to manage and take responsibility for their own actions and decisions 
and be self-reliant; 

appreciate the value and importance of Science, Technology, Innovation and Creativity; 
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