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An Ordinance to make better provision for education
and to revise and consolidate the law relating
thereto.

[ 1

IT IS HEREBY ENACTED by the High
Commissioner of the Federation of Malaya and Their
Highnesses the Rulers of the Malay States with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council as
follows :

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Education
Ordinance, 1952, and shall come into force on such date
(hereinafter called ‘‘the appointed date’’) as the High
Commissioner may by notification in the Gazette
appoint :

Provided that the High Commissioner may by
notification in the Gazette prescribe different dates
(hereinafter called ‘‘prescribed dates’’) for different
provisions of this Ordinance and for different areas
or localities of the Federation and for the purposes of
any such provision, area or locality any reference in
any provision of this Ordinance to the appointed date
shall be construed as a reference to the prescribed date.

2. (1) In this Ordinance, unless the context other-

wise requires—

““adult education’’ includes leisure time occupation
for persons over eighteen years of age in such
organised cultural and vocational training and
recreative activities as are suited to the requirements
of such persons;

““Chief Education Officer’”’ means the head of the
State or Settlement department of education;

““child’’ means a person who is not over compulsory
school age;

““conforming school’” means a school which is not a
Government school but which the Director certifies to
be maintaining standards of accommodation and
teaching not below those in a Government school of
the same or similar type, and which charges no fees
other than those approved by the Director;
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‘“‘correspondence school’’ means an institution or
business in which instruction or teaching is given by
means of correspondence delivered by hand or through
the Postal Services;

“Director’” means the Director appointed under
section 6 and includes the Deputy Director;

“further education’ includes adult education and
the elements of education for any child or youth not
able to obtain a place in a school during the period
when he is of compulsory school age;

“Gazette’’ means the Federation of Malaya Govern-
ment Gazette or the appropriate State or Settlement
Gazette;

“Governments’’ where used without qualification,
means the Federal and the State and Settlement
Governments;

““Government school’’ means a school wholly main-
tained and managed by the Federal Government or
a State or Settlement Government;

“higher education’’ means education suitable to
the requirements of those who have completed their
primary and secondary education;

“manager’’ means any person who actively takes
part in the administration of the revenues or property
or in the management of a school, and in the case of
a correspondence school, includes the authors, editors,
business managers and examiners employed in
preparing or issuing lessons or in correcting returned
answers;

““medical’’ includes dental;

“‘national school’’ has the meaning assigned to it
in section 21;

“non-Government school’’ means a school other
than a Government school;

“official languages of the Federation”” mean the

languages mentioned in clauses 85 and 63 of the.

Federation of Malaya Agreement, 1948;

“‘parent’’ includes a guardian and any person who
has the legal or actual control of a child;

“‘prescribed officer’’ means such officer as the
Director may prescribe;

“primary education’’ means education suitable to
the requirements of a child of compulsory school age
as defined in section 71:
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‘“‘private school’’ means a non-Government school
which receives no financial aid from the Member or a
State or Settlement Government under section 18;

“‘pupil’”’ where used without qualification, means a
person of any age for whom education is provided
under this Ordinance;

‘“‘register’’ means a register kept under the
provisions of section 41 and shall be deemed to include
any register kept in accordance with any Ordinance
or Enactment repealed by this Ordinance; and
“‘registered’’ means entered upon such register;

“Registrar’’ and ‘‘Assistant Registrar’’ means a
Registrar of Schools and an Assistant Registrar of
Schools respectively appointed under sub-section (1)
of section 38;

““school’’ subject to the provisions of sub-section (5)
of section 60 means a place where ten or more persons
are being or are habitually taught, whether in one or
more classes, or, in the case of a correspondence
school, the place or places where instruction is
prepared or where the answers are examined or
corrected but does not include any place where the
teaching is of a purely religious character or for a
purely religious purpose:

Provided that where teaching is carried on in a
place or part of a place under more than one separate
management and under different names, such place
shall be deemed to be, for the purposes of this Ordin-
ance, a separate school in respect of each separate
- management and each such school and the managers
and teachers thereof shall be separately registered
under this Ordinance;

“‘secondary education’’ means education suitable to
the requirements of a youth;

“special agreement school’’ means a school which is
not a Government school and not a conforming school
but which complies with the standards prescribed by
the Director for special agreement schools;

“supervisor’’ means the manager appointed or
deemed to be the supervisor of the school under section
43 or 53; »

““teacher’” means a person who teaches pupils in a
school or who prepares or issues lessons or corrects
returned answers in a correspondence school and
includes a manager or supervisor of a school who
teaches in such school:
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“anlawful school’” means a school which being
required to be registered under Part IV of this
Ordinance or under any previous written law relating
to the registration of schools or under any similar law
in force in the Colony has not been registered or has
been duly struck off the register;

““vernacular school’’ means a school which is not a
national school and in which the principal medium of
instruction is a vernacular language;

‘‘youth’’ means a person over compulsory school age
as defined in section 71 who has not attained the age
of eighteen years.

(2) Where reference is made in this Ordinance to
the ‘‘appropriate authority’’ such reference shall,
save where the context otherwise requires, be
construed to mean the Federal Government or the
State and Settlement Governments acting in
accordance with the provisions of the Federation
of Malaya Agreement, 1948.

(3) Where under this Ordinance any right or duty
1s expressed to be conferred or imposed on the
“Member and the State or Settlement Governments’’
or on the ‘“Member or the State or Settlement Govern-
ments’’, such right or duty shall be deemed to be
conferred or imposed severally on the Member and the
Governments, or, the Member or the Governments as
the case may be in accordance with the division of
executive authority between the Federal Government
and the State and Settlement, Governments respectively
provided in the Federation of Malaya Agreement,
1948 :

Provided that any agreement made between the
Member acting in accordance with the instructions of
the High Commissioner and a State or Settlement
Government as to the incidence of such right or duty
shall be deemed conclusively to determine, for the
purposes of this Ordinance, the incidence of such right
or duty as between the Member and the State and
Settlement Governments respectively. :

(4) Where under this Ordinance any power or duty
is conferred or imposed upon the Federal Government
or a State or Settlement Government such power or
duty may, unless the context otherwise requires, be
exercised or performed by the High Commissioner,
or by the Mentri Besar or the Resident Commissioner
respectively of the State or Settlement in which the
power is to be exercised or the duty performed.



