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Presentation of the IIEP series

UNESCO is often asked to provide an educational response in emergency and reconstruction
settings. The Organization continues to develop expertise in this field in order to be able to better
prompt and relevant assistance. lIIEP has been working most recently with the Global Education
Cluster to offer guidance, practical tools, and specific training for education policy-makers,
officials, and planners.

The UN General Assembly adopted, in July 2010, a resolution on the ‘Right to education in
emergency situations. It recognizes that both natural disasters and conflict present a serious
challenge to the fulfilment of international education goals, and acknowledges that protecting
schools and providing education in emergencies should remain a key priority for the international
community and Member States. The Dakar World Education Forum in 2000 explicitly focused on
the rights of children in emergencies in the fifth of the 11 objectives it adopted. Governments,
particularly education ministries, have an important role to play in an area that has often been
dominated by non-governmental organizations and United Nations agencies.

In this regard, the field of educational planning in emergencies and reconstruction is still
developing, and requires increased documentation and analysis. Accumulated institutional
memories and knowledge in governments, agencies, and NGOs on education in emergencies
are in danger of being lost due to high staff turnover in both national and international contexts.
Most of the expertise is still in the heads of practitioners and needs to be collected while
memories are fresh.

The IIEP series on Education in Emergencies and Reconstruction aims to document such
information, and includes country-specific analyses on the planning and management of
education in emergencies and reconstruction. These studies focus on efforts made to restore
and transform education systems in countries and territories as diverse as Pakistan, Burundi, the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, Sudan, Kosovo, Timor-Leste, and Rwanda.

The situational analyses of education and fragility, produced in collaboration with the
Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE), are the latest of IIEP’s publications
that seek to broaden the body of literature and knowledge in this field. These include a series of
global, thematic, policy-related studies on topics including certification for pupils and teachers,
donor engagement in financing and alternative education programmes. In addition, IIEP has
published a Guidebook for Planning Education in Emergencies and Reconstruction for ministry of
education officials and the agencies assisting them. In collaboration with UNICEF and the Global
Education Cluster, IIEP is also developing specific guidance on how to develop education-sector
plans in situations affected by crisis for a similar audience. Through this programme, IIEP will
make a modest but significant contribution to the discipline of education in emergencies
and reconstruction, in the hope of enriching the quality of educational planning processes in
situations affected by crisis.

Khalil Mahshi
Director, IIEP
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