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Many government programs are aimed at reducing fatality rates of some specific nature, for example, highway deaths or deaths from certain
diseases. Three groups of people are affected by these programs: the potential victims, their families and friends, and everyone else (society).
Currently used techniques to evaluate such programs generally estimate the value of each person’s life saved by estimating the present value of
his expected future earnings less consumption. Thus saving a life is equated to saving human capital. This approach ignores gains to the group
most directly affected by the program, viz, the potential victims. This research estimates the magnitude of this gain by examining the value people
place on their own safety.

Each day people take actions which change the probability of their death: they cross streets, they drive cars, they breathe polluted air, etc. In every
case the individual makes a trade-off between greater risk and monetary (or equivalent) losses. | chose to examine one such decision in detalil, the
selection of ajob. Jobs, especially blue collar jobs, offer a wide range of on-the-job safety levels. Adam Smith's theory of compensating wage
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From its beginnings, behavioral economics has been concerned with how people make systematic and costly deviations from finai

Prospect theory: An analysis of decision under
2003 - 2020 (years) Abstract/Details decisions. In this dissertation | present three articles contributing to that tradition. In chapter one, co-authored with Samuel M. Har, .

Imas, | examine how owning an asset biases peoples' learning in response to new information. In chapter two, | examine how biasd Kanemm D ‘
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I References I
5. Longitudinal associations between social support

depression require further study. Most informative would
be investigations of complex models (e.g., cross-panel
and growth models) using multiple time points, and
guided by theories that can elucidate potential bidirec-
tional influences of social support and depression.

6. Future research should carefully consider the psychomet-
ric properties of instruments. The use of tools with strong
psychometric properties will reduce error and allow po-
tential associations between support and depression, and
moderation, to emerge more clearly.

One final recommendation that can help facilitate future meta-
analytic reviews: Provide zero-order correlations among all con-
structs in the study or statistics that can be used to calculate an
overall effect size. Correlations by gender or developmental level
of the sample, or multiple time points could be provided, as well
as correlations by source and type if social support instruments
allow for subscale scores. Even if a study does not focus on these
subgroups in the main analyses, these disaggregated effect sizes
could facilitate comparisons in future meta-analyses. Although
space limitations may prohibit inclusion of such large correlation
tables in a report, these could be included as an appendix or an
electronic supplemental resource (e.g., Possel, Rudasill, Sawyer,
Spence, & Bijerg, 2013) or conducted and saved for future avail-
ability.

Conclusions

~ o - PR . . :
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meta-analysis.
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Abstract/Details Language Teaching (2021), 54, 273-291 CAMBRIDGE
dol:10.1017/50261 4448200003 UNIVERSITY PRESS

SURVEYS OF PH.D.;‘ED.D. THESES

Doctoral dissertations on second language writing and
technology in the USA (2010-2019)

John Gibbons and Mimi Li*

Texas AdM University-Commerce, USA
*Corresponding author. Email: mimi li@amuc.edu

Abstract

This paper reviews 20 representative Ph.D. dissertations on second language (12) writing and technology
completed in the USA over the past decade (2010-2019). These dissertations were selected using advanced
sean:h via ProQuest Dissertations & Theses. Five Ihemanc categories were examined: (1) computer-

writing; (4) technology-based writing instruction/assessment; and (5) digital composing/literacy. Each
dissertation study was closely reviewed, with the presentation of illustrative tables. After analyzing and
discussing the research designs, findings, and contributions of these studies, the authors identified the
research trend and highlighted directions for future dissertation research in the field of L2 writing and
technology.

1. Introduction and selection criteria

With the development of digital technology tools, L2 writing has witnessed innovation in teaching and
research. New technologies have revolutionized the ways we communicate and construct knowledge, and
have also reshaped the traditional notions of writing and literacy (Li & Storch, 2017). As Hyland (2016)
reminds us, the new technologies have impacted “the ways we write, the genres we create, the authorial
identities we assume, the forms of our finished products, and the ways we engage with readers’ (p. 40).
In response to the new directions in writing, an increasing amount of dissertation research has been
identified in relation to L2 writing and technology. As the role of technology in L2 writing will
continue to be a heated topic for future research (Godwin-Jones, 2018), the authors reviewed 20 doctoral
dissertations on L2 writing and technology completed in the USA during the past decade, in the hope
to provide timely research synthesis and shed light on research directions, particularly for doctoral

research.
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in Waikiki_- A Pedestrian-Oriented Multi-Modal Transportation System that Implements Autonomous Vehicles to Improve the Quality of Life in Waikiki
Sheriff, Siraj M.University of Hawai'i at Manoa. ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2020. 27958624.

Autonomous vehicles can create a positive impact on the city. Autonomous
than a manually driven vehicle because of their ability to communicate with.
and green spaces. This study is designed to analyze the impacts of autonomous ...
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Circumventing the fuzzy type reduction for autonomous vehicle controller
Al-Rikabi, W R I.University of Salford (United Kingdom), ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2017. 27788016.

...uncertainty, which exists in many robotic systems, such as autonomous vehicles ...
important action for many autonomous vehicles . The resultant execution time-gain
..Tests were then performed using a real autonomous vehicle, navigates in..
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...automotive safety, such as what an autonomous vehicle will do when faced...
collision. Assuming that autonomous Vehicles cannot crash is a dangerous
...Is to develop a control strategy for an autonomous vehicle, called the Host...
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Autonomous Vehicles: An Empirical Assessment of Consumers' Perceptions, Intended Adoption, and Impacts on Household Vehicle Ownership i)
Menon, Nikhil University of South Florida, ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2017. 10604282

for a world with autenomous vehicles. Past research has shown that not all...
welcomed by the public. Autonomous Vehicles would have to likely go through a...
insights on consumers' perceptions, and their intended adoption of autonomous
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Autonomous vehicles can create a positive impact on the city. Autonomous
and green spaces. This study is designed to analyze the impacts of autonomous ...
vehicles and how implementing it would improve the quality of life for the
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Chapter 2 Literature Review

2.0 Overview of Chapter

The purpose of Chapter 2 is to provide an overview of the literature dealing with
technology acceptance, and some relevant knowledge in marketing, sociological and
consumer psychology. The substantial studies that have been done in the context of
acceptance of driverless cars will also be reviewed with the aim of understanding the
factors behind and the reasons most often given for the acceptance of driverless cars.
The theories and the rationale behind consumer behaviours in marketing are explained

in this chapter.

The chapter starts from reviewing a series of cognition-based behavioural theories,

including the theory of reasoned action (TRA) (Ajzen & Fishbein, 1980; Fishbein &

5.5 Recommendations for Future Research

This research offers many valuable insights into the drivers behind user acceptance of
autonomous vehicles, and provides ample opportunities for future research. Firstly,
the proposed conceptual model is in essence based on the belief-attitude—intention
behaviour rationale, with core factors extracted from the interviews, which as an
approach agrees with Nordhoff et al. (2016) who argued that the perception of
driverless cars can be multidimensional and is associated with various factors.
Therefore, the researcher believes that there are some unexplored factors that could

potentially influence user acceptance of driverless cars.

This research has disclosed certain potential paradoxes: the perceived benefits of
driverless cars (such as a more pleasurable experience, reduced driver workload and
freeing up drivers’ hands) could increase concerns about a deterioration in driving

skills. This complexity probably applies to other factors as well, such as social
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Deep learning

Yann LeCun'?, Yoshua Bengio® & Geoffrey Hinton**

Deep learning allows computational models that are composed of multiple processing layers to learn representations of
data with multiple levels of abstraction. These methods have dramatically improved the state-of-the-art in speech rec-
ognition, visual object recognition, object detection and many other domains such as drug discovery and genomics. Deep
learning discovers intricate structure in large data sets by using the backpropagation algorithm to indicate how a machine
should change its internal parameters that are used to compute the representation in each layer from the representation in
the previous layer. Deep convolutional nets have brought about breakthroughs in processing images, video, speechand
audio, whereas recurrent nets have shone light on sequential data such as text and speech.

achine-learning technology powers many aspects of modern
Msociety: from web searches to content filtering on social net-

works to recommendations on e-commerce websites, and
it is increasingly present in consumer products such as cameras and
smartphones. Machine-learning systems are used to identify objects
in images, transcribe speech into text, match news items, posts or
products with users’ interests, and select relevant results of search.
Increasingly, these applications make use of a class of techniques called

intricate structures in high-dimensional data and is therefore applica-
ble to many domains of science, business and government. In addition
to beating records in image recognition' * and speech recognition™”, it
has beaten other machine- learmng techniques at predicting the activ-
ity of potential drug molecules analysing particle accelerator data™",
reconstructing brain circuits'’, and predicting the effects of mutatmns
in non-coding DNA on gene expression and disease'>". Perhaps more
surprisingly, deep learning has produced extremely promising results
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