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The formation and elimination of leisure conflict in urban square dancing from
the perspective of semi-acquaintance
LU Qingzhao, PENG Fei, LI Yaoqi
(School of Tourism Management, Sun Yet-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: In recent years, conflicts related to urban square dancing have continuously emerged, posing a series of
challenges to urban government and residents' daily leisure activities. From the perspective of semi-acquaintance,
this study explores the formation process and elimination mechanisms of urban square dancing leisure conflicts
based on the grounded theory. The findings reveal that the interpersonal characteristics of "semi-acquaintances",
which intertwine familiarity and unfamiliarity among individuals, serving as important prerequisites for the
occurrence of conflicts in urban square dancing. Different stakeholders engage in the practice of "re-acquaintance"
within the domain of square dancing activities, with alternating temporal and spatial competitions and negotiations
constituting the core essence. By simultaneously adopting formal and informal negotiation approaches, conflicts in
urban square dancing within the context of acquaintances are fundamentally "functional conflicts" - differences are
dissolved through the mechanism of "Acceptance", preventing conflicts from escalating. Stakeholders reflect on the
significance of square dancing practices to seek conflict resolution through the mechanism of "agency", and then
both approaches contribute to the feedback loop of "re-acquaintance" in square dancing, so as to highlight the social
function and value of square dancing leisure activities.
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