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Abstract: The Chinese Football Association is positioned to balance the dual goals of "assisting the government"
and "serving its members," yet in practice, it primarily represents the government in implementing vertical
supervision over professional leagues, leading to significant deficiencies in the internal governance structure and
club protection mechanisms of the Chinese Super League. To address these issues, this study proposes the following
recommendations based on an analytical framework of incentive regulation. At first, enhancing the autonomy of
clubs by establishing a decision-making mechanism involving multiple stakeholders, thereby strengthening the
countervailing power against the vertical constraints of the Chinese Football Association. Secondly, reducing the
administrative functions and leadership authority of the Chinese Football Association, enabling it to focus on
reconciling the goal inconsistencies between the government and clubs. Thirdly, shifting from command-and-control
regulation to incentive-based regulation, facilitating transformation of the government's role from an administrative
manager to a market regulator, and thereby enabling it to better intervene in league governance and promote positive
interactions between the government and market entities. Fourthly, utilizing incentive policies such as
cross-subsidies appropriately to improve the self-governance mechanisms within the professional league.
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