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The representation crisis and resolution of subject-object relationship in
the ethnography of sports anthropology in China
ZHANG Yue, LIN Zhiyi, YANG Haichen

(School of Physical Education and Sport Science, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: The two social trends of modernism and postmodernism have significantly influenced the development of
ethnographic research in the sports anthropology in China, and that divides ethnography into three types such as
scientific ethnography, interpretive anthropology, and experimental ethnography based on the extent to which the
researcher allows space for self-subjective consciousness, along with this distinction is illustrated with specific
examples from the anthropology of sport to critically examine the identity dilemmas researchers may face at
different stages of their work. It is argued that traditional anthropocentric ethnographic research relies on a mutually
antagonistic relationship between subject and object. The reflexive and self-aware approach in postmodern sports
ethnography intensifies this dichotomy. In contrast, it has been proposed that a post-humanism perspective of
diffractive analysis and research assemblage, which may be able to somewhat dissolve the researcher's influence on
the ethnographic process with the power of materiality and anthropocentric thinking.
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