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Attention allocation of China's “The Big Three” policy under the perspective of
inter-governmental synergy: An analysis based on LDA and SNA models
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Abstract: The formulation and implementation of public policies in a scientific and rational manner serves as a
crucial pathway for transforming institutional advantages into governance effectiveness. This study employs latent
Dirichlet allocation (LDA) and social network analysis (SNA), grounded in the structural functionalism theory, to
analyze the evolution of policy attention allocation and interdepartmental collaborative governance networks in
1574 policy documents on China's “The Big Three” from 1979 to 2024. The results show that: (1) The allocation of
policy attention is in a spiral development trend, and the focus of governance has gradually shifted from a single
competitive sports orientation to a coordinated development of multiple objectives, such as the development of
fitness for all, the supply of venues and facilities, the development of school football, the expansion of the
tournament economy, and the reform of professional sports; (2) the departmental collaborative governance network
has gradually evolved from loose to coordinated, and the governance mode has been transformed from single
subject-led to multiple subject co-governance; (3) the policy governance system has been gradually improved, but

there are still problems such as insufficient policy adaptability, unclear goal setting, imperfect synergistic
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mechanism and weak model maintenance, which makes it difficult to form policy synergy in the synergistic

governance process of China's “The Big Three” policies. Under the background of the new national system, China's

“The Big Three” policy making should further pinpoint the target of governance and enhance the adaptive function

of the policy; optimizing the division of powers and responsibilities among departments and promote the synergistic

achievement of goals; strengthening the integration of the network and build a synergistic governance system; and

regulating the mode of maintaining standards and cultivate common values.

Keywords: “The Big Three” policy; policy network; structural functionalism; latent Dirichlet allocation; social

network analysis
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