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Influence of digital transformation on the corporate resilience for
professional football clubs
——Experience and evidence from the European professional football clubs
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(School of Physical Education and Sports, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Promoting digital transformation and enhancing the corporate resilience of professional football clubs is
an important measure and basic prerequisite for promoting the high-quality development of professional sports.
Using financial statements and strategic development reports from European professional football clubs between
2000 and 2023 as data sources, a statistical model was constructed to investigate the impact of digital transformation
on the corporate resilience for clubs. The study finds that the implementation of digital transformation by European
professional football clubs has a significant and robustly strong promotional effect on their corporate resilience, and
shows stronger promotional efficacy at high operating cost ratios, low intangible asset ratios, and lower financing
constraints. Digital transformation is a significant contributor to club firm resilience across asset turnover and ESG
performance conditions, but the contributory effectiveness seems stronger in low-asset turnover and better ESG
performance conditions. It’s recommended that clarifying the path of digital transformation and content orientation,
and comprehensively enhance its benefits on the resilience of club enterprises; strengthening the supply of external

digital resources and internal digital governance, and consolidating the intermediary facilitation effect of the
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operating cost ratio, asset turnover ratio, and intangible asset ratio on the resilience of club enterprises; and making

full use of the policy control means, intensifying functionally promoting effect of corporate resilience of clubs by

financing constraints and ESG performance.

Keywords: digital transformation; professional football clubs; corporate resilience; ESG performance; financing

constraints
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