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How do news values affect the online communication effects of sports news?
An experimental study based on proximity and prominence
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Abstract: How can sports news achieve more effective dissemination in the new media environment? Media outlets
often need to strike a balance between covering major sporting events and telling empathetic stories. To explore the
optimal mix of news values, this study experimentally analyzes the effects of these two key elements including
proximity and prominence of news value on perceived credibility and online engagement. Findings reveal that while
both proximity and prominence can enhance the impact of sports news, but their imbalance will lead to negative
effects. Specifically, when a sports news story possesses high prominence but lacks proximity, the audience's
perceived credibility significantly decreases, which in turn suppresses their intention to interact. Perceived
credibility of news plays a crucial mediating role in this process. This study, from the perspective of news value
combination, empirically identifies the optimal practical framework for the online dissemination of sports news, and
suggests that while chasing for major themes, sports journalists must enhance the proximity of their reporting with
vivid details and personalized narratives, so as to solidify the foundation of public trust, evoke broad audience
empathy, and thereby effectively convey the diverse social and humanistic values embedded in sports events.
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