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From local skills to community identity: A study on Altai skiing culture
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Abstract: The Altai skiing culture is a local skill formed under natural environmental conditions, and over time, it
has gradually become a cultural symbol in collective memory and has transformed into a symbol of national identity
in modern society. This study explores the symbolic construction and cultural transformation mechanism of the Altai
skiing culture from the perspectives of semiotics and cultural transformation, and believes that Altai skiing culture is
not only a kind of local survival wisdom, but also helps in constructing national identity. In the process of
reconstructing historical memory, the symbol of skiing, through the archaeological relics and oral texts decoding,
finishes the transition of becoming a local skill transforming into a national cultural symbol. Meanwhile, skiing
culture achieves the transfer of value from local identification to national symbols through the cultural performance,
education dissemination, and cross-boundary media operation. Through above process, the symbolic system of
skiing culture realizes the dynamic interaction and integration between local identification, national identification
and social recognition. Finally, the study explores the interactive mechanism of cultural genes, national narrative,
and community identity, and proposes the path of cultural significance transition of Altai skiing culture in modern
society, offering a practical view for embedding and innovation of local culture in national narrative.
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