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Formation, dialogue, and resonance of Elias's thought on sports sociology
WANG Song, QIAN Junwei

(Department of Physical Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Drawing on the methods of literature review, inductive-deductive reasoning, and comparative analysis,
this study elucidates the intellectual genesis, theoretical construction, and Chinese-contextual reception of Elias’s
thought on sports sociology. The study argues that the formation of Elias’ thought on sports sociology is rooted in a
triadic logic embedded in his life experience. Through critical engagement with classical theories, Elias challenged
Kantian’s transcendental epistemology and Parsons’s static structural functionalism, while creatively incorporating
Freudian’s psychoanalytic insights and Weber’s thesis of rationalization, thus on this basis, he gradually constructed
a theoretical framework centered on figuration, social processes, psychogenesis, and sportization. Within the
contemporary context of constructing an indigenous Chinese knowledge system, the resonance of Elias’ thought on
sports sociology offers important methodological implications for Chinese sports sociology, which includes
establishing an involvement-detachment research posture in pursuit of a form of objectivity imbued with human
sensitivity; adhering to a process—relational analytical paradigm in order to transcend static structural appearances;
and expanding a historical-sociological research horizon so as to activate deeper imagination.
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