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How do international sports events advance exchanges among civilizations:
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Abstract: Using the Hangzhou Asian Games as a case, applying Actor-Network Theory (ANT) and supported by
textual analysis, this study investigates tweets and related accounts involving the civilizational exchanges of the
Hangzhou Asian Games on X platform (formerly Twitter), in order to explore the subject structure and
communication strategies of network actors that promote civilizational exchanges in international sports events.
Meanwhile, the reports from Global Times and Lianhe Zaobao were used to verify and supplement the
communication strategies. The study reveals a multi-layered composite network built by events committee, Chinese
media, foreign media, opinion leaders, and individual citizens. Negotiations and confrontations in the
communication have extended the network tension, and "Empathy" is the primary strategy for civilizational
exchanges. Leveraging international sports events to give play to the joint efforts of diverse subjects, advancing the
exchange and mutual learning of civilizations on the basis of emotional resonance, and thereby fostering a
communication ecosystem that is gentle yet resolute, constitutes an effective measure to promote the integration and
mutual learning of civilizations. This study seeks to expand the application of ANT in the research of international

sports events, explore the new characteristics of "translation" in the internet context, so as to enrich the explanatory
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power of ANT in the field of international sports communication. Practically, it constructs a new paradigm for

international sports events to facilitate the exchange and mutual learning of civilizations, aiming to provide references

for China to further optimize international sports communication during the period of 15th Five-Year Plan.

Keywords: exchange among civilizations; international sports events; Hangzhou Asian Games; Actor-Network

Theory; translation strategy
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