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The national construction of modern Chinese Wushu
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Abstract: Since the late Qing Dynasty, along with the changes of military technology and the abolition of martial
arts, traditional Wushu had been gradually marginalized within the national system, and even the Boxer Rebellion
brought the Wushu’s development to a low point. Within just two decades, however, “national arts” replaced
"Wushu'as a new term imbued with nativist consciousness, and also becomes its new label. The "inward" cultural
pull of nationalism reconfigured it as a carrier of the national spirit and an instrument for strengthening the nation
and its people, and the "outward" pressure of scientism compelled its scientific reinterpretation and systematic
reconstruction, and the "downward" force of state power incorporated martial arts, as a national movement, into the
state apparatus through the educational system and administrative networks.The interplay and resonance of these
three forces not only drive the fundamental transformation of Wushu from a local skill to the symbol of "national
arts", but also demonstrates that how modern China, through their politicization and institutionalization, deeply
embedded them within the grand projects of shaping national identity and building the modern state.
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