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Risky manifestation, mechanism attribution and defensive pathway of
cultural amnesia in martial arts drum dance
XIA Chenchen
(School of Sports Science, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, China)

Abstract: Through the methods of literature research, field survey and in-depth interview, taking the martial arts
drum dance of Hulu town as a case study and the theory of cultural memory as the basis, this paper establishes an
analytical framework of "individual memory-social memory-cultural memory" to systematically explore the risks of
cultural amnesia in martial arts drum dance during the process of modernization. The study argues that the risk of
cultural amnesia in martial arts drum dance manifests in three aspects: individual memory faces risks such as the
aging of transmission agents and generational gaps, as well as the fragility of memory carriers and the absence of
documentation; social memory faces risks such as a monolithic transmission model dominated by elites, the decline
of rural memory spaces and the loss of urban presence, as well as fragmented dissemination and commercial
alienation; cultural memory faces risks such as the absence of consensus-based coding in symbolic systems, the
superficialization of connotations and the inactivation of cultural genes. Given that, the underlying mechanisms can
be summarized as the behavioral dissolution of memory agents, the symbolic erosion of memory carriers, and the
cultural compression of memory spaces. To address these risks mentioned above, this study proposes the following
defensive pathways including urging the repetition of individual memory to solidify the inheritance foundation;
reconstructing the symbols of social memory to repair inheritance networks; and forging the resilience of cultural
memory to enhance the vitality of the system.
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