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Abstract: After Guizhou’s Village Super League and Village Basketball Association rose to fame as phenomenal
mass sports events, the Jiangsu Provincial Urban Football Super League quickly becomes popular in 2025 and even
draws widespread attention from the football community at home and abroad. At present, more than half of China’s
provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities have gradually launched various provincial-level amateur urban
football super leagues, which forms a emerging ecology of mass football events and also has a profound academic
research value. Based on the laws of global football development as well as the realistic ecology of Chinese football
development, this paper systematically analyzes the various realistic problems and hidden risks emerging in the
operation and development of the provincial urban football super leagues over the past year. The study finds that
these events will be high-reliance on government financial investment and heavy administrative intervention as core
support, featuring low ticket prices and loose access restrictions to attract spectators, and events sponsorship with
tiered investment from leading enterprises and small- and medium-sized businesses, as well as lots of shortages

including ambiguous player registration status, unbalanced team composition, and unclear accounting of urban
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economic benefits brought by tournaments. Combining with the realistic dilemma and underlying causes of Chinese

professional football development, this paper argues that local governments should adopt a prudent attitude toward

financial investment and intervention for amateur football events. In view of the key points of event development, it

proposes several optimization paths such as perfecting the tournament commercial operation system, gradually

reducing financial dependence, introducing professional operation teams for events, strictly controlling event costs,

strengthening youth football training, and establishing a connection mechanism between professional and amateur

leagues, to promote normative, sustainable, high-quality development of provincial urban football super leagues.

Keywords: urban football super leagues; professional sports; amateur league; risk assessment; development path
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