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Cold thoughts on the hot topics of China’s urban football leagues in new era
ZHENG Zhigiang, CAI Minghan, YANG Jingzhong

(College of Physical Education, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: At present, the ongoing booming in city-level football leagues in China has increasingly become a major
social topics. A rational examination and analysis of the hot topics on urban football leagues manifestations is an
essential work to avoid possible bubble burst underlying the hot of urban leagues yielding to systematical risk, and
to ensure the sustainable development on urban leagues in near future which has been rooted in event innovation of
Chinese grassroots city. The research about the every urban leagues shows that the leagues has acquire certain
achievements while also exposes several issues, such as the lack of separation between government administration
and league operations, heavy financial reliance on government subsidies, a weakening grassroots characteristic,
questionable consumption-driven effects, and growing homogeneity among league models. The future development
of urban leagues should highly focus on four points: (1) promoting a better integration of effective markets and
capable governments, with particular attention to correcting government absence, misplacement, and overreach, so
that the markets would play a decisive role in resource allocation; (2) although the economic effect of urban leagues
may generate multiplier effects, crowding-out effects should not be overlooked, namely these vary may exist
considerably difference across various regions, and the fundamental factors depending on such as residents’ income,
service sector capacity, regional development balance and financial adequacy; (3) recognizing that urban leagues

and professional football constitute the base and apex of a pyramid, therefore, they are complementary rather than

YRS BEA: 2026-06-29
E¢WME: HFMHSREE - MIH@23BTYO021),
EERN: ABERA971-), B, #¥2, WL, WEAESI, Prm.: KREHRHE ST AR, E-mail: 1036907226@qq.com



10 HTEET

533 %

substitution and be also placed in equivalent position, yet current policies tend to overemphasize urban leagues and

weaken professional football; (4) the integration of culture, sports, and tourism in urban leagues is closely related to

the local service-sector foundation and the diversity of tourism offerings, and several aspects of integration content,

scenario creation, and benefit distribution of industries, will be the important factors to affect industrial integration.

Keywords: sports events; urban football leagues; integration of culture, sports and tourism; economic effect
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