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The civilizational attributes of Su Chao
——A new football ecosystem as a practice of ritual and music
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Abstract: From the intersectional perspective of travel, narrative and academic theory, the present article attempts
to illustrate how does Jiangsu City Football Leagues link the imitation hunting structure, urban identity, media
dissemination, and Confucian ritual and music traditions of football, in order to construct a domestic narrative that is
different from Western professional football. As a practical form of folk, urbanization, and cultural tourism in the
Jiangsu City Football Leagues (abbreviated as SU Chao), Su Chao is not just a lively event of local competitions,
but also a narrative action of Chinese football culture renaming itself in the context of Chinese civilization. Football
originally has elements of travel, including the dynamic body of humans fighting for football after walking upright,
and the global spread of football is also due to the hiking process of personnel. The current phenomenon of fans’
expedition also explains the travel spirit of football. Understanding football within the framework of Western
competitive sports, professional leagues, and fan communities, would view it as a modern drama of confrontation,
conquest, suspense, and victory. Su Chao does not eliminate the non-deterministic factors of primitive hunting in
football, but also incorporate hunting into the order of ritual and music through competition organization, urban

rituals, audience interaction, cultural and tourism performances and public discourse. The practical significance of
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Su Chao lies in its reminder that the cultural construction of Chinese football cannot only transplant the institutional

shell of Western professional football, but also need to invent narrative grammar that can settle physical passion,

local emotions, and public ethics, and the theoretical significance for that lies in providing a contemporary sample

for observing how modern sports are redefined, renarrated, and redisseminated by Chinese civilization.

Keywords: Jiangsu City Football Leagues; cultural and tourism spirit; ritual and musical culture; Chinese

civilization; culture and entertainment homology; football anthropology
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